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Our Ref: net/par/ja/awase

Minister of State for Okinawa and Northern Territories Affairs
Hiroyuki HOSODA

Dear Minister Hosoda,

As the Director and Chief Executive of BirdLife International, I am writing to
express my concern about the conservation of Awase Tidal Flat, Okinawa, where
a landfill project is in progress. If the landfill project is implemented as

planned, an important wetland for shorebirds will be greatly damaged.

According to a report from the Wild Bird Society of Japan (WBSJ), the Japan
Partner of BirdLife International, the Awase Tidal Flat supports the highest
number of staging and wintering migratory shorebirds in Okinawa, and is one of
the ten-most populated wintering sites for shorebirds in Japan. In

particular, Awase has the highest wintering population of Pacific Golden

Plover in Japan, and for this reason it meets the criteria as a Wetland of
International Importance and therefore possible future designation as a Ramsar
Site. The WBSJ report also shows that the area supports not only shorebirds,
but also a variety of threatened species as well as threatened sea-grass beds.
For these reasons, I understand that the site is listed in the "500 important
wetlands of Japan". In addition to Awase’s importance for biodiversity
conservation, WBSJ also report that the site is of value to the local

community and economy.

Despite the mitigation measures that are proposed, specifically the creation
of artificial tidal flats and the transplanting of seagrass beds, WBSJ
believes that the landfill project will seriously damage the tidal flat



ecosystem.

The Awase Tidal Flat meets the criteria for being an Important Bird Area
(IBA). IBAs are identified according to globally recognised and standardised

criteria, and comprise a network of sites, which should all be conserved.

At the recent Conference of Parties to the Ramsar Convention on the
Conservation of Wetlands, held last November, Resolution 37 was adopted on
international co-operation for the conservation of Asia-Pacific migratory
waterbirds and their habitats. This resolution was based on a proposal from
the Governments of Japan and Australia. Through this and many other
initiatives, the Japan Government has demonstrated leadership in the
conservation of wetlands in Asia. In our opinion, damage of Awase Tidal Flat
goes against the spirit and intention of both the Ramsar Convention in general

and Resolution 37 in particular.

On behalf of more than 60 BirdLife International Partners all over the world,
with a combined public membership of over 2.5 million people, I would like to
respectfully encourage the Japanese Government to take measures to conserve
the Awase Tidal Flat, and by doing so to demonstrate once again leadership in
the conservation of Asia-Pacific wetlands. Specifically, we respectfully

recommend the following:

1. To put on hold and review the "Awase Tidal Flat Landfill Project"
which will damage a Wetland of International Importance and Important Bird

Area.

2. To establish measures to conserve the Awase Tidal Flat as it is now,
without destroying the ecosystem, and promote measures that will ensure

sustainable use.

3. To consider designation of Awase Tidal Flat, in the future, as a
Ramsar Site and thereby gain international recognition for its biodiversity
importance.

Respectfully yours,



Dr Michael Rands

Director & Chief Executive of BirdLife International
Copied to:
Minister of the Environment

Minister in Charge of Global Environment Problems
Shunichi SUZUKI

Minister of Land, Infrastructure and Transport Government of Japan
Chikage OHGI
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