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14 October 1999
Mzr. Ole Philipson
The President
Bureau International des Expositions
56, Avenue Victor Hugo
Paris, XVLe

France

Dear Mr. President,

As the director of BirdLife International, I am writing to express my grave concern
about the conservation of a site in Japan where the World Exposition will be held in
2005. If the exposition is held as planned there, important habitats for threatened birds
will be greatly damaged.

According to a report from the Wild Bird Society of Japan, a partner of Birdlife
International, the site, KAISHO-NO-MORI southeast of Seto city, has rare wildlife such
as the Goshawk, a species of raptor listed as threatened in Japan. The report also shows
that the site is a very precious place because it is close to the Nagoya Metropolitan area,
and it is so rare to have a large natural habitat close to such a densely populated city in

Japan. It is a rare example where people and nature live in harmony side by side.

The Japanese Government should take initiative to show a new philosophy toward



environmental issues, for the theme of the EXPO 2005 is "-Beyond development:
Rediscovering Nature's Wisdom." The Japanese Government has a responsibility to
become a leader for conservation of nature in the world, and we have high expectations

for their contribution in this field.

The draft plan for the exposition, including construction of a residential area, by Aichi
Prefecture and released by the Japan Association for the 2005 World Exposition (2005
Nippon Kokusai Hakurankai Kyoukai) will have a heavy impact on the site
KAISHO-NO-MORI if implemented. Particularly, the housing development plan is
making it difficult to achieve the environmental theme of the 2005 EXPO.

On behalf of more than 60 BirdLife International partners all through the world, I
strongly urge you to take measures to conserve the beautiful nature of
KAISHO-NO-MORI and to show that the 2005 EXPO has commitment to nature

conservation by executing the following steps immediately:

1. Torecommend Aichi Prefectural Government not to construct a residential area
on the exhibition site.

2. To recommend that the Japan Association for the 2005 World Exposition
conserve the site as it is now without destroying the ecology of
KAISHO-NO-MORI.

3. Torecommend Japanese Government to convert the site to a park and conserve

the site forever to commemorate the exhibition.

Thank you very much for your attention to this letter. I am very much looking forward

to hearing the successful results of both nature conservation and of the 2005 EXPO.

Respectfully Yours,

Dr. Michael Rands
Director and Chief Executive

BirdLife International
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