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Seasonal changes in food delivered to nestlings.

. Aug
Food items \ month June July 1~15, 16~31 Sept.  Total
HA#A
Lepidoptera &4 & larva 2 3 3 7 15
&5 pupa 1
[} adult 1
8 B8 .
Orthoptera Yawyav, s Acrida lata 2 13 3 2 20
24y 2 B (FERS) Acrididae sp. 1 1
AFHY4FY  Conocephalus gladiatuss 6 6
2 3 6 9
¥4 41 (FRY) Conocephalus sp I ! 1 3
LR .
Dictyoptera h =4 Y (fi-RA8)- Mantidae sp. 1 1 2
*¥HH
Hemiptera v/ 44~ (fiAR8) Acanthosomatidae sp. 1 1
XA -
Diptera LY e+ T7 (RIAER) Asilidae sp. 1 1
7 € M
spider ik - Ak K adult , subadult 3 1 3 2
DS €gg sac 1 1
BEILY DR
snail shell 1 3 ) 4
H Total 4 9 19 18 25 75
(it Na of nests) (1) (1) 4) (3) (3) (12)
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Food of the Nestling Fan-tailed Warbler (Cisticola
juncidis) Investigated by the Collar Method

Keisuke Ueda

Food of the nestling Fan-tailed Warbler (Cisticola
juncidis) was investigated during the breeding season
in 1978. Seventy-five samples of food items were collected
by the collar method. Of the food items brought for
nestlings, grasshoppers were the most important part (53.3%),
lepidopterous insects 22.7%, and spiders "13.3%. Almost
all the grasshoppers recorded were composed of two species:
Acrida lata and Conocephalus gladiatus. The presence of a
ground inhabiting spider and its egg cocoon in the food
suggests that the warblers search for their prey on the
ground. In four out of ten nests observed, crushed snails
were recorded. They may be an important source of calcium
for the bone growth of nestlings. The author suggests
that the exploitation of the inexaustible supply of grass-
hoppers for food releases the male warblers from parental
care and allows them to be polygynists.
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