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The Questionnaire of Barn Swallow Roosts in Japan

Totomi Capter, Wild Bird Society of Japan

The questionnaire was conducted to determine the status of Barn Swallow (Hirundo
rustica) roosts in Japan. From 1982 to 1984. 83 active roosts were reported. They were
distributed in open fields in southern Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu District, but rare in
Tohoku and Hokkaido District. Ninety-two percent of the roosts were in reed marshes on
riversides. The active roosts found after 1970 represents 86 % of total numbers. Five roosts
were known to continue more than 20 - 30 years. 10 roosts were destroyed by developments.
It is planed to develop 35 % of the roosts in the future. The conservation of Barn Swallow

roosts should be intensified.

¢/o Mr. Kitagawa, 2269-10, Negata, Hamakita-shi, Shizuoka 434.
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