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The Survey of Bittern (Botaurus stellaris)
in Breeding Season

Tomio Okada, Hidemitsu Ickechi, Jun Ueda, Tatsuo Ono,
Sho Morita, Shozaburo Horio, Takayuki Horio.

The booming of males, the flight pattern and the nest sites of the Bittern (Botaurus
stellaris) was surveyed in the breeding season from 1983 to 1985 at the reed marsh beside Lake
Biwa, Shiga Prefecture. Booming of male was heard from the end of February to the middle
of July. The frequency of booming increased in the middle of April and decreased in the end
of June. Booming was repeated 4-6 times or sometimes 7-8 times, and was heard more
frequently before dawn and after sunset. Four flight patterns were recognized : (1) A circular
flight high in the air, (2) A rapid rise from reed marsh when there was another bird flying
nearby, (3) A long distance flight from one reed marsh to an other place, (4) A short flight on
the reed marsh from one point to another. One nest with fragments of egg shell was found in
June 1983. Next June a nest with an egg and fragments of egg shell was found. One nest with
five chicks and another nest with two chicks and four eggs were found in June 1985.

Oroshimo Bird Survey Group.
c/o Mr. Okada, 5-29-19, Ichiriyama, Otsu-shi, Shiga 520-21.



