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Strix 5: 60—61 (1986)

THE AMAMI GROUND THRUSH DISTINCT FROM
THE WHITE'S GROUND THRUSH

TAMOTSU ISHIHARA

An important endemic resident found only in Amami-oshima as it is, the Amami
ground thrush (the Amami tiger thrush, or O-toratsugumi in Japanese) had been
regarded by many authors as a subspecies of the White’s ground thrush of a wide
distribution. It seems very few in number. For these reasons, this conspicuous resident
was entirely overlooked in such recent publications as Massey et al. 1982: Field Guide
to the Birds of Japan, Takano, 1982: the same as above in Japanese, and Yamashina,
1986: World List of Birds. First of all, the scientific names of it appeared on refer-
ences in the main shall be shown below.

1905 Geocichla major Ogawa, Annot. Zool. Jap. 5: 178 (Amami-oshima. Invalid
because of a preocupied name).

1922 Turdus dauma amami Hartert, Vigel. Paldarkt. Faun. 3 : 2155 (New name
given major).

1925 Oreocincla dauma amami : Kuroda, N. Avifauna of the Riku Kiu Islands, 76.

1958 Turdus dauma amawmi : Hachiska et al. A Hand-List of the Japanese Birds, 4th
and rev. ed. 73 (O-toratsugumi in Japanese, Amami tiger thrush).

1974 Turdus dauma amami : Kuroda, N. et Morioka, Check-List of Japanese Birds,
5th ed. 245 (Resident on Amami-oshima, White’s ground thrush for 7. dauma).

1974 Turdus dauma amami . Takano e! al. The same as above in Japanese, 79
(O-toratsugumi in Japanese).

1974 Turdus dauma amami : Uchida, Book of Japanese Birds (Nippon-Chorui-
Zusetsu), 236 (Endemic subspecies to Amami-oshima, of tail ferthers 12 in number).

1975 Turdus dauma amami : Abe, Let’s protect these Birds (in Japanese), 230-232
(Amami ground thrush).

1978 Turdus dauma amami : Kiyosu, The Birds of Japan (Nippon-Chorui-Daizukan),
ad. and rev. ed. 1: 206 (Amami tiger thrush).

1982 Turdus dauma : Maseey et al. A Field Guide to the Birds of Japan, 247 (White’
s ground thrush in part).

1982 Turdus dauma : Takano, The same as above in Japanese (Nippon-no-Yacho),
247 (Toratsugumi in part).

1964 Zoothera dauma major : Mayr and Paynter, Check-List of Birds of the World,
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157.

1986 Zoothera dauma : Yamashina, A World List of Birds (Sekai-Chorui-Wamei-
Jiten), 503 (White’s thrush in part).

Compared with the White’s ground thrush, the Amami ground thrush is apparently
larger. The tail feathers of the former are usually 14 in number, while those of the
latter are decidedly 12 in number. The voice is a gloomy and monotonous whistle
mostly at night in the former, while it is entirely different in the latter and is a fine and
cheerful song early in the morning.

Judging from the above-mentioned remarkable characters, Kiyosu (1978, loc. cit.)
insisted that the Amami ground thrush is a distincf species from the White's ground
thrush, and as the scientific names he gave Turdus dauma amami Hartert to the
Amami ground thrush and Turdus aureus awureus Holandre to the White's ground
thrush.

Although I agree with his opinion, I believe that the Amami ground thrush is not a
subspecies but a species endemic to Amami-oshima, Japan, and therefore the scientific
name of it is Turdus amami Hertert. When the narrow divided genus is used, it is
Zoothera amami (Hartert) (comb. nov.).

By the way, it was reported recently, that the habitats of this species are restricted
within the central district of Amami-Oshima (Higuchi, Y. et S. Hanawa, 1985, Habitats
of the Amami ground thrush in Amami-oshima (in Japanese). Reserches concerning
the peculiar wild birds of Japan, 35-51) and then an establishment for a sanctuary of
wild birds in Kinsakubaru is confidently expected.
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