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Table 1. Nest site characteristics of cliff-nesting Common Buzzards in Uonuma-region, southeastern Niigata.

3
5tk Nest
Characteristics
A B C D E F G H 1
OB @ 260 650 540 560 710 580 520 450 450
Altitude of nest (m)
HoOBETOREDOEE () 190 490 430 450 610 480 370 380 330
Altitude of valley bottom (m)
BE,SHECOILE @ 70 160 110 110 100 100 150 70 120
Relative height of nest
from valley bottom (m)
ﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂéﬂi (m) 270 700 570 1,000 780 650 570 480 630
Altitude of ridge of
nesting slope (m)
EUMAE DI () 80 210 140 550 170 170 200 100 300
Relative height of slope (m)
HHpmoRE C) 43 58 35 45 54 56 34 45 48
Inclination of slope (degree)
HRm ECcoMOAR E E 4 ¢ L - h
Position of nest on slope upper upper upper lower middle middle upper upper middle
HHEE, OXEE COEM @ 320 570 600 240 380 220 720 120 170
Distance from nesting cliff
to opéosite slope (m)
HHEEDH ST i€ 2] [ii] AR R H it
CIliff aspect E SwW N SW w SE SE E N
HREEROHE (m) 15 30 90 10 40 20 30 60 80
Cliff height (m)
HHEBEDE () 40 100 20 30 20 20 300 400 60
CIliff length (m)
RN TOMRDAME I Lt th sl th t th
Position of nest on cliff middle upper upper middle upper lower middle upper middle
WMy A7 * 3 4 1 2 3 2 4 4 1

Type of nest location *

1. R
*see Fig. 1.
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Fig. 1. Types of nest location in Common Buzzards.

Type-1: The bulk of nest is in cavity on cliff.
Type- 2 : Nest is in cavity with roof covering it half way.

Type-3: Nest is on cliff ledge with overhang.

‘Type-4: Nest is on open ledge.
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Nest site characteristics of cliff-nesting Common Buzzards Buteo buteo

in Uonuma region, southeastern Niigata

Yukihiko Kojima!

Nest site characteristics of cliff-nesting Common Buzzards Buteo buteo were examined
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in Uonuma region, southeastern Niigata. Data were obtained from nine nesting sites found
during 1985 - 1988. Altitude of ridge of nesting slope, relative height of slope, aspect of
nesting cliff, and cliff height and length widely varied among these sites. The following
characteristics were commonly recognized in most sites : @ nest site is on steep slope, @
relative height of nest from valley bottom is around 100 m. @ nesting cliff has a degree of
openness in the front, @ nest is constructed at such a safe place as cavity or ledge on vertical
cliff, ® nest is in protected situation from direct sunlight.

These characteristics were suggested to have some adaptive significances, e. g. easy
access of nest, effective defence of nest site, exclusion of mammalian predators, protection
of nestlings from heat stress. The choice of nest sites may be influenced by these factors,
besides their local availability. Competition with cliff-nesting Golden Eagles Aquila
chrysaetos and human impacts also may affect the nest site selection by Common
Buzzards.
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