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Observation of roosting Red-rumped Swallows

Masafumi Sato
5-18-20 Sakura, Mino-o, Osaka 562-0041, Japan

Despite the fact that there is a lot of information on the roosting of the Barn Swallow
Hirundo rustica, nothing has been published on the roosting of Red-rumped Swallows H.
daurica in Japan. The aim of this report is to provide details of observations of the
roosting of the Red-rumped Swallow, hoping that it may increase interest in the behavior
of this species.

On the 10 October 1998, hundreds of whirling Red-rumped Swallows were observed at
the Soni Heights in Nara, which then went into a field of Japanese Pampas Grass on a
slope of this highland area. From their behavior this field was assumed to be their roost
but as there was only one day of observation, the age of individuals, the composition of
the group, and the permanence of the roost were not ascertained. The number of Red
- rumped Swallows observed was estimated at last at about 500 to 600 and it was
assumed that there were no other swallow species in the flock.
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