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Fig. 1. Breeding sites of Black-tailed Gulls in Hokkaido and the surveyed site.

BT 6 B19B IS THHb L. 7 2 3 o Fiadiifid#26 0 GREE 43 2o
T, EIRIIZSASANS5 H24BTH S EHMESNAS, WAL HIZT7THMBIZIZLENTA
20 H 1S (34 T AT - 72,

7 IFINEREIT2ETHIM/MUECSHMLE, ST Lhs, (IO LHDFE
AR E TV A RNV EE 2 515, RROBIEROKE L EIIIFELPFIRGT
LA LN T3, KGR TIF19874E 2 5 19964F F TOL04EMTL043 D 1 IS L7zdickf L
(fRH A:F82), RKIchh & H80kmEEIL R R B TIZ19974F3HI200875 - 72 b A, FHE
D19984F 1= (31,0004 L1 _E (= 7 1) 19994F 12 (27,900+4, 9008 4= @k L 22 (bl 5 6 % 7
1999). 2 L AW ECHERDP S0WEMIC L VR LITH b T w5,

%34 IDKELBPEROYMBEDOIAZNA L H T3 WA, —HTIRIEY, —H Tz
5 EVIHBHHE L T E720 1 ST TOREEOREEZ L 212, BRET4 )Tl
K, DT I 4 a0 & AARFEEAEIEL, 7 34 3% Lo EEE R HERE R L
REBLTITS L EE L wEEL LS,

OB

A ICH o> TEFARH KR — F OTFTEE LTT 2 - BRI B AR R0 E K, K— b
FRL TR WAKRESRK, BEOBFEE LT TFE>CHKASKL > # —ofREEfKic o
Hiaf) THILESWizw,



155

Furepe waterfall Coastline criff near Shiretoko-Goko lake

N
IFamMe |
~L

W)

[ Nest site of Slaty-backed Gulls ‘ .
Nest site of Black-tailed Gulls 1 Nest site of Black-tailed Gulls

M2, 7Zv=ois L UCANOWED Y 3 A 20 b,
Fig. 2. Breeding sites of Black-tailed Gulls in Shiretoko.
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Breeding of Black-tailed Gull Larus crassirostris on the Shiretoko Peninsula

Yoshihiro Fukuda
Aotaka-maru. 5-2-25 Oka, Matsubara, Osaka, Japan.

There are a number of sites along the coast of Hokkaido where the breeding of Black
~tailed Gull Larus crassirostris has been recorded. During research in 1997 and 1998, a
newly established breeding site of Black-tailed Gulls was found on the Shiretoko
Peninsula, a new area for this species.

In 1997, 94 and 18 nests were confirmed at the Furepe waterfall and Shiretoko Goko
lakes respectively. Then in 1998, 280 and 114 nests were confirmed at the same sites. As
can be seen, the number of nests more than tripled from one year to the next. This rapid
increase in the number of nests suggests that birds immigrated from another breeding
site.

A similarly rapid increase of number was also observed on Rishiri Island, while a sudden
decrease was observed on Teuri Island. The reasons for these large fluctuations in the
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number of Black-tailed Gull nests are still not clear but the contemporaneous changes in
numbers at these sites strongly suggest that they are related, and probably involve
breeding pairs relocating from one site to another.

On Rishiri Island, shooting of the gulls was initiated because of the rapid increase of the
local population there. However, to conserve and control this species, extermination at
one site is unlikely to be effective; a better understanding of Black-tailed Gull popula-
tions, distribution and movements must first be ascertained.
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