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Fig. 1. Study area and flight courses of
Sparrowhawks, Grey-faced Buzzards and
Oriental Honey Buzzards.
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Fig. 3. The ratio of flock sizes of
20 | One hawk migrating Sparrowhawks, Grey-
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Honey Buzzards at Mt. Tateishi.
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Spring migration of Sparrowhawks, Grey-faced Buzzards and

Oriental Honey Buzzards in northwestern Kyushu

Fumitaka Iseki
159-1-2~102 Susenji, Nishi-ku, Fukuoka, Fukuoka 819-0373, Japan

Sparrowhawks Accipiter nisus, Grey-faced Buzzards Butastur indicus and Oriental Honey
Buzzards Pernis apivorus ptilorhynchus were observed at Mount Tateishi in northwestern
Kyushu for 59 days from 7 February to 28 May 2003. The following results summarise these
observations.

1. The amount of over 1,700 Sparrowhawks were observed migrating from the east to the
west. And the amount of over 200 Grey—faced Buzzards and over 500 Oriental Honey
Buzzards were observed migrating from the west to the east.

2. Sparrowhawks tend to migrate before noon.

3. The peak migration days for Sparrowhawks were during late March to early April.

4. Sparrowhawks migrated for three months and Grey—faced Buzzards migrated for nearly two
months while Oriental Honey Buzzards migrated for three weeks.

5. Oriental Honey Buzzards tended to make flocks more than Grey-faced Buzzards on

migration. Sparrowhawks tended not to make flocks.

Key words. Accipiter nisus, Butastur indicus, Eurasian Sparrowhawk, Grey—faced Buzzard,
Kyushu, migration, Oriental Honey Buzzard, Pernis apivorus



