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IFARICFIASh-PEEMOBLERSSVERBREPEEDOBHE

RiRESE
T493-8001 AR —EHIL AR AFE L E114-1

[ZLHIZ

TF7 Aegithalos caudatus 1%, D T=DITMFFOEE LA D MbLIL, R—L ko
AR I7ERHEO AT BETEINTEY, REIZEEEHEOP EEZKEIFERTS
(Whitherby et al. 193872L") . HOPIRIZIEUSAENSPIEDOEUL, Cramp & Perrins (1993)
DFEEDIZINIE, 19455 (20wen (1945) B3 _ToAFYATO 6500 F8)131,558K THY,
19704F{ZRiehm (1970) D3 ~7= R AV T 4HUTCI, HIREIHLD 207751,6824 2,033 4, 55
DIFCE 2061 TIL1684 L2884 Tdh-7-. FfzHarrap & Quinn(1996) 1%, LIZLIEN B
1E1,50080<BV MIZRY, i T2,6804L D RN HHEL TWA.

FFIT T APERICR AL A AN TREL, ZoNEICHHEN-REOK
BERBRITEAL, RSN HEORNEEFITLIZRER, V<o 0MAE/OT, Zh

FMETS. FoxF NIERY, LELEHRE RIS TRABESN, HWEIE TR
CoMBWIZE-THEE DRI T2 (Gaston 1973, Glen & Perrins 1988, Hff 1991,
Hatchwell 1999), # & B OBRIZRHENDP EOE L FHE B ORI W THREEL
7=

REAHE
A AL B HIT, P 7 ool BUE BRI S ET, A B R, S E o E A SR
&R BB (357 21'N, 1367 48E) TIT72-o72. 20004E1E 455, 200 14F 12135, 20024E 1%
195, 200341 L18BEDFHBABA 34T L, LB 7= ST M IR = e Lo TEREL- 1
B, FRRAGTBRHFREEKEMARO A8 2BELEELRALE. BUICHEERLESL
BOBREPFELD, iRF Il THEENY, S8EIZ > TR -V T, BRo
BB HELL - 57, TR EOIR O ELEREL, ARITIChHU =, — 2, FESp

20034 94 3@ =
F—D =R JE, =S, B
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BEARNICHIES N BT, PR IKHI VO EREREOFHANZ 1RO OPELMRILAS
1%, AT REREHIMZ Aeh o7,

20004F L2001 I P E# S %, WRAEALTHEM THER. ¥V, V¥, €
BRI C=UN Gallus gallus domesticus DPBIZALNT-% T (K 288K i3, EPLHb
BT IDOPBEL TR, F-, b OFEICRIAIN BRI, EESICEE T
EHAHY, ZOPIZBALEPETHRENBLODBOEIMNE X eh T, Rikice 0 2R
FEERCPHAE ILLDROBHEICL->T, HTONENBIMIBELL B T, Kbhi:
PNEOEEEZEL2h o7,

200242 L2003 TP BENEZDEEBIC, EPNEDKREXIIENH > TPEDED LN
BRE—BLAhotclowd, BREOPENDEEZE0.001gE THE TEDRFEFE (sartorius,
BP310) THWIL 7=, £722003FD 18K T, PEEMOP TILLLBHIKEL, 1 OKEED
Bl=% T8, TR, YFRICONWT, EPBOREER-> TREFEDOEHEE RO LLRE
Ao T BRI B CREST LR B HEIANTRY, B> HE o EEE 5
TRDT=. Fz, PEORSHE, PEBFTAIL0OP, EHHOPHOKIBLIZbOERIL
TEHRILT.

WTFhOES, BRHORIIC O BEFIRIRIEL, MEIEAHBIEL, Hiizizo<->
ToRAETRVRBLE L. BORABESTO TN ZHIME AN TERD -T2 8T
(TREAJEL, FEIRRIDMIERITT —F00RA LN, IR ICHIESNI-BLUL, T TICR
MFERL, BHICHAINEVOB R Oz o L.

PEOWHIL, BBCEESFELLEORARONEBAELTHRE (MIF 1985, 1P 1998)
EFIHLTIT 2V, PEUSAOEMIL, NEMELTHBIZRS > TV 2L,
EDIHHIAE Metaplexis japonica DFETFLAFBTHEEIIL DR THRTEH, B
RIC2E0H 5% T OLDITHEFH T —F 0 L=,

THHBPEEED TODEFTL, B3 POBEELBHL CINERFRE#EL, £,
FATERBEOHLVIHABEEZZ DT, TOPESNET DRELHFGEREL T
U=,

BmR
1. RNOPEEH
170 DF ) FH £k FH1%, 20014E53929.2 % 194. 48K (G FH460-11604, N=13),
20024E31146.2 = 562.51 4 (637-2,885, N=19), 20034E731170.8 = 379.7134% (626-1,912,
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HhES T4
duck others
5.72%

AIRMUSGHAEER
artifical material &
Metaplex japonica
497%

14.71% 1. = HoBoMNEIZHE

Shi-BsroHls
Fig. 1. Percentage of nest

material in the nest of Long-
tailed Tits.

N=18)1Z»T. PEEEZYY LT THEZXI2001EEEFOEEMZ 7=, 20014E~20034E D
PESRLAR D BRI SN 7= RO FE P EHEIL, 1098.7+426. 78 (NV=50)1=o7=. =
NOD BT TERMICFIBENIZA, 2000EI21E, BERICHAINZONBIER THEDN
DENHBARFEELEDRHY, £OEEP)EEIT1042.5+ 4081247 (620-1600, N=4)7=~7-.
E72, 20006752003 FEDEIRTHIERIT 4RAREL, TIOHOE AP ED FI1L, 583.5
+448.58(219-1235) 7= o 7=.

2. BREMNOERPE&R

RoNERICEDRIMENL, BEOPE, BKE, MPBFLEE, ALEMTo7-
(). BEHHTHILDOTEIPENL, ¥ Phasianus versicolor £ 2474 Bambusicola
thoracica &% VH)EL, [HTRBREBRADSBGIINRYH TR Corvus corone &
HERIS =23, BN TIHFR C. macrorbynchos BE&ENTO=mb L e, TH38)
Wi, BBEICEARENMRBENT, T4 Y X Ardea cinerea, = A% X Nycticorax
nycticorax &, Y X FEgretta garzetta BN EN, HAMENZIZF /NN Streptopelia
orientalis, R’k Columba livia var. domestica & DT A/~ Sphenurus sieboldii 13& %
NTW=, BRI DI~ HE Anas platyrhynchos, 25 E A. crecca, F+HHE
A. acuta, INVIHE A. Poecilorhyncha 72 E#) STEAEBMICH AL TV, YOROP £
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2. FHEETFROPBOR
. FPEO L BHMPANE
T, BPBFEEL TS,

Fig. 2. The comparison of feather
in pheasant and heron. The
down feathers of pheasants
have higher density than those
of herons and the aftershaft is

B ; larger than that of heron.

%3
Aftershaft

e/

Aftershaft

DN CEIo T, “J\,.L’E!,-Jd)éxfitzil*"{}“ hyps:betes amaurotis T2o7-703, 1FZha
T Turdus pallidus, W77 273 Zoothera dauma, IRA 02 Emberiza cioides, 74 L.
spodocephala 7Y MfEERE Iz, FDMh 28D I <% Scolopax rusticola O3 FEHF
HEhTunz.

20004E~20034F (2451 BB O L SIFH4RDIB 34 (63%) T, F VDL NSO
LG EL, VRERH T A OP RS HINE Mo T BUTITH (31%) I o7z,

20024F, 20034EO P R4 JSFANICER L TR T L, BRI 5% PEHOPFBEMT
44.07%&HY, ZHiL 2/ B IZE Dol MED2.6(F, 3FR IZEh 7o/ NGO 3fEo
etz (12 1),

20024F, 20034ED38HLSy (BEEH: | HA &) OPBLEEFHLTHELIZPE dizho
Py i AL, P HAY0.0191 g(V=9,782), AT A H30.0134 g(NV=2,299), HF HH
0.0141g (N=1,516), »~MFi430.0085g (V=8,601), /) E53H430.0034g (V=18,907) T, F ¥
OPET, HT7AFLYFEOMLAFOESH -7, £722003FI0, MIER 1 REL DI
WA SN0 EOI S, ¥ UEOTEOKEXIE57.3+20.4mm (V=5,195), 77 AHi
1160.0=% 15.9mm (N=865), ¥¥¥{£64.825.5mm (N=1,027) 7Zo7=.

FUHEOPEITR LY FIEE R ERRPN ED, BRBRELTEY, ZhbERid
HiZo71= (1" 2). —77, YFFEITLERBH o108, FTRITE DT RES B o7, P H
T FHEICRI RSN B R T VE, YXE, 2 EE, =V OIENISIEEPIERR
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hiphot-, £-, AMAOPFIZREITIEFVEICBIIE RV, BHICHEINI M T
MORENE Thoto. BT, ATE, VFRITL, FVRIEEICELELEPHITALN
IRhot=,

PEBEIBHICHAINTODOBER, M3, LTRETHY, BEIPLRMNINEOLD
PMIFIREN T Va7, FROEHINIV BB RSN, £L T, 20004~2003
FEICREL RIS RSN T EL, FHICRASNI408 (74.1%) I DR TIHRIH
EHBEENTUIMND, HENILDIID DT,

3. PELS OB

PEBLUINTIEIATAEDRF LB HEE, HE, TI7RAF v 7@MD NTH#
$1 H320004F ~ 20034 A A A L 754 BEh D 1 75E (31.5%) TRERINI=. T DR THHAEIL
RFIZZOWHOENEIN, FiFHRTHBRTIOPTERINA, NTATIARLTICH
MIZRIAESRTWAIENEL, ZULENLEBREL T DL LN, AHAED
FETBENERN 5% LA LEEENTHEDIXIET, £4£020.4% THY, ATHeROME
EEL2EDL.1% ThHD 6RUITE L FEoT-F AL

S4B, MIRDRES AR B A IE TETZA0BEDOWIREAAHA A DI, 3/ 12H (W
: 2H 248 ~4A20H) o7z HHAEOFI BB D7 B CHIIRD MEH A BN E TET-
WD, MEHIAKFHIAIL 3H 38 (Wf: 2H24B~3A17H) T, AT#EM RO KEN
FIA&EN/- SHCO, HISRELAAR TR HIL 3A29H (fH: 28288 ~4H200) -7,

4. LA OE R E

PEHLADF M REF THICHDME LOF TRESN 1B T, FIASNTHAFEH
6004 DT _THY<RY Syrmaticus soemmeringii 75~1=, —F, BB L4 & Bl FHER O
AT HD AR TINELT- 4RI, FVEOPBIIFSHLKEETNTELT, FIHS
NICPBEAMAR AR>S DPAESTAAN) ReaRY, Y7 IFERELT, FEHi%1748.0+
730,54k (ftiBAS37-2600, N=4)7=~7=.

5. PIEIEL DA IS LEUC L5 AP B 0iE & E BN &4 B P B 3R D BIR

(D WIEHE, (2) PRIMORTIZHREHIELZHOONRBLE, (3) P BEOR IS A gL
TPV B LEL, O STPUCHBELZ ETROBEMITHER L=H RO EST()
1233.5+£451.8f (~V=28), (2)1385.5 +266.6 4 (N=2), (3)731.5 * 149.44 (N=10)7=>
7=, BNTEDRP>T=BFOEITIRIA (5 A 29 R IZEFHEP) oo B LI L E b /-l
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3000 s
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= L[]
§§ 1500 P
w2 ." j & ®
BE 1000 e o 5 B 3. ) OO B HiL
2 50 — hai °° ° 1t.. @AHIELE, OARYARILIL.
0 ) . ) , Fig. 3. Seasonal change in number of

feathers used for nest materials in

2/20 3/2 3/12 3/22 4/1 4/11 4/21 2001-2003. .: first nest, O: re—
#MEREBRA  Day of first egg laying nest.

IR RSP EIT653 Tho7-. PEDHEUNAIZRDRNENDIZET Q) EHIEIRIZE D
THIEIR LR B LROPERE LT 2L H BICHEIEDO FREMICFALI-NENE
2>o7= (Mann-Whitney URRE =62.5 Z=4.01 P<0.001 N=10, 30).

X 3i220014E~20034FEDE BIFH &3 EXROBIRE R L. WIIIDESALEE AT
% 3HI12H LRIO R TRHASNI-PEDFEIL1,198.8479.04 (V=25), 3H 13 H LAME
DETI, FHIA3976.9£361. 14 (V=15) THY, B icELNIPBOEIIF ML
SN TED 58 B8R % -7 (Speaman DFEBIFH X r=-0.37, Z=2.33, P=0.02, N
=40). RICHIEEDF, LVRBLEOH TPREROFFHELICOWOTHRITLA, 20
BAREELLFELRABIIRDON/ 257 (SpeamanDFHRHEH L WIRIB: /=013, Z=
0.71, P=0.48, N=30 V2 LE:/=0.25, Z=0.73, P=0.46, N=10). 7=7°L, #IEIHIZ
ZEOBTEIZ, LORBLERELIIDEESTVIOT, ZOEDIZERME LSRN
DT w eSS,

6. PEOINELFT

NERLERONEMEZEDDIHANL, BAPIBLEA THDOBWEBEBL TI8HFTEEE
BT, O I8DFTORBIVESFTON, THFHIEBEOFEHPLHILL TWEHE
T, NTIEL, V8N 4], 2 UNETA Larus ridibundus, 233 274, R38R 15]THY,
IALIRETERERY, MRFORETHo/-. HEODIL 20 AT, ARITHELTWDE
B 3ANWRE TRIFT-FE, 60 FNIMIELI-RTER OB, 3DFTILIE LS OB
T, REOENOEEBREOEL, ARISBRICHETIRE, WEMICRIEINY 77—
X7y arMEED T £, LTHAOTAYFDFEFENLDRLEL 200830\ DT FHHF)
EEEDDLIANEESN, HIOKI00mBEN THET S 2RIV FOPENEL
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FoT(PEEM D 5~15%) MERINT=. FLFEoT= v XFOPRITIO 2RLITIEER
STy, e, EEIS0mBA TR E 2 o7 3RITPIHIN =/ ~NDJ R,
EEAENREHTIIRABE BT A/ Db DT 57x.

A I 36, S EIRS XA A A S Accipiter gentilis (L=, 1L MIcHD
PR T AH03, 2603/ MR KL, BARDELOR Talar Al T =
DIFZA A ZINZE>TLe LN TR, TAFF TIN5 16 B #% SIRshaRE cxz)
H OB ELTH A TEEIREPNRABHIBRL 2ot FHROT 27 ADFBITHIR
2516 A HITIE, SEDFHRE T2 A BRI T HOR AL MBS BIRIEICARD, KIS
B BRI RSN 2 o7 BlOavarAOP R, iR 5230 BETIZ 450
R EIzShanid, = ABEMELTRIALE.

5B

INETIGHAON =T HRICHIASNSPERM OB, —HUIETOEL -7 508
WEIMZDIgipote, TR EL=F HOE BB A7), iRE I LIBHEOR’R
ERRLLT, BRAROAFENRE S TRV LIS NS. HEH T, hTRIZLBHH
BAITHAH T BT, BB TUZLAL DB ICHEDO N RICTERH o7z,

HIBE (1934) I XA M D= F HRICH RSP BITBHIZX Y, YR THS. WHE
HTHD)IGIT THLR EOPEF AL BARER T TII4.1%E, MFEOPEIZLE~T
BT, FURAVa S NLWEH CIIBARICBESh, BEMINILAL BEFESN
Te. Ffe, AA L AR EORBFICLDF VRO AR/ N AR AR OB o T 2
Hoh, ZFHZE>TINOLDPEIIAFOHEL VGO TIIENEE I O

PEEM P TR RED o7 RO BRI TR DL, XVEHTRE<Y
FREXVED =B/ ST, PR ISV OBEITIIF VEIL, 1300 268
ool ZhidF PEOPRAMAILVE AL TBY, BT 2% P OB Rk HE L
Bl DIE Tz, ZOXIeH VR BIT AP BORBIL, =T HORMELTRHASh
LERRMOBERELTOYRE LT, RBEHREHDILOLEIOND. —FHT, LH R
HICHDERMARDOEM ITIEH PHEOPENBRHONIeh 7. AR TIX1987TEN LA
1E S EHAEEITRo TS, 1999F LR PORERILAL, 2V a7 (RS DR
Dol CERAR BEREI N —7 RERT—4).

FFAEOBDLIZ, FPEDOPIEN B THF HIELELE 2<BIENTESDAS, HEH
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THD)N BT ELRL TSN F PO P BR A ERE ol ZOTEMNDDRIELFE
HDOxF HiIx VHEOPBLEZEIRL TR AL TNBEHEMDH D, Bpf e 0 BEF THERS
NI BT, F¥08 T, ¥V E P a7 N 1L TER TERD -7 Lol @
BRHIMUERNITR > T2b D THEARL, RBHEELRATY, KOPTRESVLIZGEEHBE
Dot HERTEDITHIRAMIREBLOZNNBIZH TP B EL, ZOIIRFFTDS
iz, RFEOTHEBEHRENIZLOLEXONS, LIz > THEIORE T, *
FOPEEZBINL THB0H, HHWEX ORI ERIZINDPEBIDLRBABRES o710
I, AL IR TEphole.

T HHBRIETDF BT, FBEAFLHRRICEAMAR, SN0 EERTEECLE
BEfE, PO<KAVDBETHUT =P B EDOTREMNRE X BNDD, ZLDEE, BN LE—
it EZONDXVEDPE, HDNIHTAH, NMEREDP BN ELES>THTDHIEN
B, 1FGREI—ORBELPLTCGESLDOEHENENS, L2235 T, EELRPIEOFEIR
P SLKANTHRITIZBE TR, REEZEDEMEEZAOND. SOICEPICHHE
THEREN - BEOFERL, 1ZEAEPIEBF ORI/ o7=DT, =T HOPERYEIRL
LTEASBROMARAEELLEXONS. T, ERMICEEO 2BV FUHFTALT
BEMETHLEIABRBEIN, BETIROS VY X¥OT A ML BT H EVBASH
Teho - PESMRSNI0T BT, R—DEEFOBEO SRS EMZHEL TWAD
LEREELTWA. SR TR A TEDRENIRON TVDHILEREEL TWD. Ee, 5E
BOPBILAFRE TUEBT LM EL TR TERVWEIBIZRDDT, =F W lE
REFATEAMBALEVLOLEE SN, = O AT AP BEIXEHOM#EITICL
BoTHEATHN, ZhEDFERMS, BHFRIEZOFED 12LLT, MEHRTRLLTHS
ERBEDOWERICIVNAEMNBOL, AATEIPENTRTHDHEEL TS, AHTEH
Ti& 3A MANTEA T DIEEEMSIER T2 (RIR RER) . ThLEbIZER, MREEID2R

KB, bLF AP EEFOMAEICT EOFRRAEFEL TWIUE, LMW THAE
LTWBAAZ % IR<IRBIEIE BB TEBRPEL DR, B OMEIES T
il E I bND. ZOZEE, ALHEMMAHLLRTHASN BB ERELR%
OBERH N A BRI EMbE IR ENS. LdL, FEHiOMEFTICL 722> TR 7§
BT, KIEOP BESLBELLRRDRE, 1EHOTHEMLE LN, SH%HEIBITHRHILT
W TENSBETHB. ‘

T AT E R AR R 9B BE A2 2 LA Riehm (1970) (L KD &S
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THY, AWFEDORERLENL—HEL TV, S EIOFHE CIIYIE ST ER P O 2P
L, 0B LERITH TP L T, LEB> TEEOEITIC - THEEM OR A it
DRI DHRERELT, PIEIBLERVRBLETORNBHRAEKICESEC=DD, HBWIEH)
BIRLPLVLBLR T ABRFEOWMAREZTEL TOBOMIACHTTERI-T. &
#%, RO B LEORRESS, BUOHNOERORENE TN, FHonHE
BIRODODPBRFALNNIIR DTS, ik, HIEHE RV UR TS TR AP B E K
LTWBETHE, EOEBEL TIE, PEDOMENE S 2BV ><KONAHEE T,
YRR LETOF| A% RBEL THEEZEUAA TOATTHEM:, vl LB Tl BRin i
PR THDDT, BHEITORNERVRET 2O N EBEHEDEUNAER VAT RN
EnEz6NS.

PBLUSOBEA DL R TR AN BB BERS N A O 206, BRE% TN
EBOWENR 7 TERL, ZOBRELTHERLUSOEMMBFIHSNATEMEAZ LN
5. —HT, ZOBEBIIHHAEDOFFLEENE B DEMNLEL B ODNBE DT ERE
REIFHLTND. HHAEDFEENFIBEINZEMICIT, BICFIASR TOAFEOE)
ERBRHARRLTOBERE LI, AL EDOTEE, RDOE, ELTATEMRLD
g 5L, FELMEMICIHLLT 2L, —ARDHlADERITEAEBS>THBHH A
EINST, FIAF I ML —ROMIRTHY, KOBRMITIDRFoh N EiHEDBLT
Hole, ROTRA LI, =T HOE ROINHIEN FTTHELZ BN ADIZE DR
RARESNTORNWILLE DY TEETIE, WHAEDHEEORL, =T HREEDOPEL
FEIZFIHALTWAEE X LR,

LLED LB ORI, 1ED00 BEMOKEOPENHHBRENRITIEARLRN
2, FERMOPENT, BHOMITICEBERIIALEE LN, =T T IZEHTERO-HIC
RERNPODRMZHFIALIY, PELUADOEMZFIALEZIL T, FREM OHEIC
4 RRAEATIROTVBIED DD o=, ZLT, FH (1991 Ik > TRENFIIIC, BE
ROBUIT, BIERIC R TN B EARRIRE R AN ERERS -,

ARZELDDHICHTZY, ZL<D)5 4 DI HEBIELTZ. LRRSAFEER, PHBHEEICTL,
AU BB A~O MU THHE, @A THE, LDIVOBEHRL BT ET. BEOFHRICOVWTTR
RAAE TG NIROEAPER AL, WOLOLMM BRI RBEY V- LET. RO L5 S5
RAZIIA Bt i e 2 THE L7, PROHRICHL THFR2bE 7 B R UME SRR 0%
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Mt — K, Ik BLIRSE T ZRAR 7 A 7' I — DH IS K, RO RIS Tzl ERER B 4,
TR EER A S TRV A TR OEfARBERES NV —T DA =4 K, ZOMM
BHFEIZ Aot 2 TON 2 (TR 9.

57 L LA BE AR ML BREEER AR AR, (B 2S48 i i 5 e i R AR 88 )V 55 — HHBRTT, BREEA B ARBRBEIR
R AR AT B OSBMICIZEED L TRl O EETHEELE, R EbIT
SR TEEET

B #H

1. Mok B RLSB) B B0 1 TS0 CHRSE LT BLOD AT L7 L, 200 14EAN520034E {241 CHLBHZ |
BENT- B OTEIX1098.7£426. 74 7. EHMORTRA SN AR R, FH O £
<, 20024220034 %A 5 LIz b OO Ll T, PN 2R D44.07%, ~NEH316.92%, /18I
214.711%, H17AEH6.59%, T HAEDHER N LEHREH1.97%, H-¥EiH34.19%, 7EHH
2.82% 75 o7=. PR—KOFEHREIE, VEFE>HIRAES FOFE 708, BB o EEk My
CENR—FEP o TR VEHOBER S HEICFATRRENTWAEE Z LN, £0
HEAELTE, PR HI-DOERMBEL, RBYRBRO2DEE LN,

2. ZHHABPELEDIEFNT, 1860 THIAERFELELLNAE T, 6HliLAIELZiiHRO N
, PIRICIRIHIREC A TR E2F O 2 DML sfliod-.

3. FEHOWEITLEGIZPNEOR ABETHETICHA Ui, F=, HIERESLH B UHELLRDENE
OFAEEIHERO T HBHFICEh o7 FIEIESETHON D, VgL H Y Idirb LT
WY, BMICLAELTRROENH L2500, TRELHEHELPVRBLIRET ) HP B
BAREDZTOBONEITSED L Aeh o7

4, HHARDRBBEIRL T TAF v 78k, HHVIIROBREFBLSOFM ORI THYEN 3SATF
O WTELFST-FFARRONI. TNODF T, HROE NI IR Tl Dldic
ELTWBEZEZONS. PEMSEMCR R T 2HEITS EORAE TIIBRIC CEleh o723, 8
AL TOBESEOME L, = HOBEELRRM MRS CHIEBFOMIEMNID T2
Exbh-,
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The volume and kind of feather materials, and relation of breeding period and number of

feathers used in the nest of Long-tailed Tits

Takayuki Akatsuka
114 Kitagata—cho, Kitagata, Ichinomiya, Aichi 493-8001, japan

The volume and constituents of Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus nests collected in
and around Kawashima-cho, Hashima-gun, in Gifu prefecture central Japan were analysed.
The average number of feather pieces utilized for each nest was 1098.7+426.7 (N = 50) in
2000 to 2003. By weight the feathers of nests in 2002 and 2003 were 44.07% from pheasants,
16.92% from doves, 14.71% from small birds, 6.59% from crows, 4.97% of Metaplexis japonica
and artificial materials, 4.19% from the heron family, and 2.82% from ducks. The average
length of the feather pieces was greatest for heron feathers followed by crows and then
pheasants, but the pheasant feathers had the highest average weight. Pheasant feathers may
have been preferred by the Long-tailed Tits because of the high volume one of each piece of
feather and its high insulation value.

Of 18 places where Long-tailed Tits gathered feathers, seven were from bird of prey kills,
six from old nests, and five from preening of other birds and others.

The quantity of feathers used for nests decreased as the season progressed. The number
of bird of prey kills decreased seasonally because wintering bird of preys migrated to their
breeding grounds. It seems likely that the decrease of the feather supply is one of the

reasons for the decreasing use of feathers for Long—tailed Tit nests.

Key words: Aegithalos caudatus, feather, Long-tailed Tit, nest



