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ks Fig. 1. Nest box for Broad-billed Rollers.
15 mm thick cedar board and 15 x

15 mm square cedar lumber were
used.
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Fig. 2. Nest box well used by
Broad-billed Roller.
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Fig. 3. Nest box unused by
Broad-billed Roller.
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Fig. 4. Number of breeding pairs and yvoung birds of Broad-billed Rollers.
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Fig. 5. Frequency of estimated number of fledglings of Broad-billed Rollers.
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Nest box assistance for Broad-billed Rollers

Kenji Maruyama, Yasuhisa Endo & Yoshifusa Ohtani
Okayama Chapter, Wild Bird Society of Japan, 458-1 Hirotani, Okayama 704-8182, Japan

Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus orientalis had bred in most parts of Okayama prefecture
until the end of the 1980’s in wooden electric power poles in. However, the electric power
company promoted the replacement of wooden poles with durable pre-stressed concrete pole
at the end of the 1980°s. We were worried about the loss of their breeding places and in
collaboration with the local government and residents set about to provide them with nest
boxes.

In 1995, we had only 5 breeding pairs in nest boxes, but by 2002, this had increased to 99
pairs with 353 young birds fledging the nests. In this paper, we present our detailed
activities and experiences from the beginning.
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