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Fig. 2. The Ravens observed in Akita prefecture. 1: Ouchi-machi (March 10, 2002), 2: Otomo-numa (March
15, 2003).
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Records of Ravens in the main island of Japan

Takashi Nishide', Eietsu Takeda?, Takako Abe?®, Masao Satou' & Ko Funabashi®
1. 247-4 Sotooka Aza Sotookakita, Yamamoto~machi, Yamamoto—-gun, Akita 018-2305, Japan
2. 1-6 iwase aza suginokozawa, Tashiro-machi, Kitaakita-gun, Akita 018-3501, Japan
3. 5-52 Araya Matsumicho, Akita city, Akita 010-1604, Japan
4. 3-11-23 Terauchi Hirune, Akita city, Akita 011-0904, Japan
5. 40-2 Wakimoto Aza Ishidate, Oga city, Akita 010-0342, Japan

In Japan, Ravens Corvus corax winler mainly in eastern Hokkaido Island, northern Japan,
and have not been recorded in Honshu, the main island of Japan. On March 10 2002, we
observed four Ravens among many Carrion Crows C. corone at Nakacho, a small village, in
Akita prefecture. This was the first observation record of Raven in the main island of Japan.
In addition, two Ravens were observed at Otomo—-numa Pond in Noshiro city on March 15,
2003. They were among many Carrion Crows that were eating a part of a catfish left on the
ice by a White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla.

We received unconfirmed information that Ravens were observed around Tamanoike
shrine and Noshiro port both in Akita prefecture on January 23, 2001. Including this

unconfirmed record, Ravens have been observed in Akita prefecture for three years.
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